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International Trade 1n a Green Transition:
Three Identified Themes

® Theme 1:

Trade liberalisation can be consistent with a green economy...... (Grossman &
Kruger, 1993), (Copeland & Taylor, 1994), (Antweiler et al, 2001)

® Theme 2: “Threats”

Green growth strategies alter current patterns of competitiveness (Fankhauser et
al, 2013) these may be inconsistent with “natural” comparative advantages
(Resnick et al, 2012).

" Theme 3: “Opportunities”

SA’s abundant renewable resources position her well to capitalise on green
economy opportunities (UNEP, 2013).



Theme 1:

Trade & Green Growth: Theoretical &

Empirical Links
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Theme 2: Threats

for SA Trade Competitiveness
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Figure 2: Carbon and export intensities for aggregate products, 2005
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Theme 3: Opportunities
Identitying & Ranking Low-Carbon
Environmental Goods

Criterion 1: Ability of the good to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions...using WTO, WB,
ICTSD, FERDI and 1ISD lists.

Criterion 2: South Africa’s capacity to produce
the goog

Criterion 3: Potential economic benefits to be

derived from exporting the good...using ITC (2012)
methodology

TO p 5 : Product specification Criterion1  Criterion 2  Criterion 3  Final score
Photosensitive/photoveltaic/LED semiconductors S 1.31

Towers and lattice masts 4

Electrical control and distribution boards, < 1k 5 045

Gearing and screws 4 0.72

Static converters




Top SA Export Opportunities for
Low-Carbon Environmental Goods
(existing products to new markets)

HS-6 . . . Potential export value in
Rank code Product specification Export destination USD (thousands}

854140 Photosensitive semiconductors China 953 25.

804140 FPhotosensitive semiconductors Hong Kong

854140 Photosensitive semiconductors Czech Republic

ao0440 Static converters Czech Republic

850440 Static converters Poland

854140 Photosensitive semiconductors Croatia

83371 Electrical control and distribution boards <1kV Russia 41 590
1 Electrical control and distribution boards <1kV India 22923

548341 Gearing and screws Russia 18 999

730820 Towers and lattice masts Australia

Source: Steenkamp (2011)
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